Debbie Link
Executive Director, Child Care Council of Kentucky
📍 Lexington, Kentucky | 📞 (859) 254-9176 | ✉️ Debbie.Link@cccofky.com

Speaker Profile
Debbie Link is a dedicated leader in early childhood education with more than 25 years of experience advancing high-quality care and learning opportunities for children and families across Kentucky. As Executive Director of the Child Care Council of Kentucky, she leads initiatives that strengthen child care systems through advocacy, provider support, and community collaboration.
Debbie is widely recognized for her ability to bring together policymakers, educators, and community partners to create meaningful change. Her work focuses on increasing access to quality child care, supporting the early childhood workforce, and promoting family-centered practices that lead to better outcomes for children.
A passionate and engaging speaker, Debbie brings practical insight and real-world experience to her presentations. She frequently speaks on topics such as early childhood advocacy, family engagement, trauma-informed care, and building positive childhood experiences through frameworks like HOPE.
In 2023, Debbie was honored as a Community Action Council Unapologetically Woman Honoree, recognizing her leadership and lasting impact on communities across the Bluegrass region.

Professional Experience
Executive Director
Child Care Council of Kentucky — Lexington, KY
2006 – Present
· Leads organizational strategy, programs, and partnerships to support early childhood systems 
· Oversees training and technical assistance for child care providers 
· Advocates for policies that improve access and quality in early learning 

Areas of Expertise
· Early Childhood Advocacy & Policy 
· Positive Childhood Experiences 
· Family Engagement Strategies 
· Workforce Development in Early Childhood 
· Trauma-Informed Care 
· Community Collaboration & Systems Building 

Education & Credentials
· Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy — Eastern Kentucky University 
· Associate’s Degree, Early Childhood Education — Lexington Community College 
· Certified Early Childhood Trainer — Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
· CPR & First Aid Instructor — National Safety Council 

Recognition
Unapologetically Woman Honoree
Community Action Council (2023)

