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RESUME OR biographical information
The African American Forum, Inc. (AAF) is pleased to submit the following biographical information on the key program personnel involved with producing (and artists performing at) this year’s LEX Smooth Jazz Concert Series.
PROGRAM AND PRODUCTION PERSONNEL









JOHN E. COLE III

President and CEO

African American Forum, Inc.
Program Coordinator

John is the managing program coordinator for corporate partners and sponsorship, as well as the primary grant writer of the AAF. Under his leadership, the Lexus Smooth Jazz Fest has become one (1) of the most anticipated summer events to experience in the Lexington-Bluegrass Region… and has been established as the commonwealth of Kentucky’s destination for Smooth Jazz! 
He has a thirty-four (34) year track record of presenting arts and cultural events across the commonwealth of Kentucky. He has served on numerous boards across the Lexington-Bluegrass Region. Along with his wife Debbie, they have built the AAF into the partner of choice for presenting events and programs that are truly multicultural and exceed all expectations of being diverse and inclusive.
DEBBIE A. COLE

Vice President and COO

African American Forum, Inc.
Program Coordinator

Debbie is the managing program coordinator for marketing & public relations as well as the exclusive voice of the AAF in all electronic media. Under his leadership, the Lexus Smooth Jazz Fest has become one (1) of the most anticipated summer events to experience in the Lexington-Bluegrass Region… and has been established as the commonwealth of Kentucky’s destination for Smooth Jazz! She has over forty (40) years of experience in presenting arts and cultural events across the commonwealth of Kentucky and beyond. She is currently the program and music director for WJAZZ-DB (an online radio station that she owns the proprietary rights) in partnership with F&F Communications, Inc.

She has been a program and music director for radio stations in Greater Louisville/Southern IN and in the Lexington-Bluegrass Region. Notwithstanding, she was mentored by the legendary “Wolfman” Jack while earning her communications degree in music from the prestigious Columbia School of Broadcasting in Honolulu, HI. She has promoted concerts and multi-cultural events Lexington, Louisville, Southern Indiana and Honolulu, HI. Along with her husband John, they have built the AAF into the partner of choice for presenting activities, events and programs that are truly multicultural, and exceed all expectations of being diverse and inclusive.

GERALD BELLE
President and CEO
GAB Productions, Inc.

Booking Agent/Consultant
In 2014, GAB Productions, Inc. (based in Cincinnati, OH) became the exclusive booking agent and broker for the African American Forum, Inc. (AAF). Gerald Belle, the President, and CEO has a twenty-eight (28) year history of buying, booking, and promoting talent in the entertainment industry. His client list includes Kentucky State University (Frankfort, KY), the Palace Theatre and Iroquois Amphitheater (Louisville, KY), the Schuster Performing Arts Center (Dayton, OH) as well as the Aronoff Center (Cincinnati, OH) to name a few locally and regionally. 
His rich history of booking, producing, and promoting indoor as well as outdoor events across the Midwestern and Southeastern United States. He is humbled and honored to be the exclusive partner of the AAF, responsible for securing talent to perform at An Evening 
ANDY MERSCH
Managing Partner
Backstage Backline, LLC

Audio, Lighting and Backline Partner
In 2016, Backstage Backline, LLC was retained as the exclusive backline partner for the African American Forum, Inc. (AAF). In 2022, Backstage Backline was awarded the responsibility of being the exclusive audio, lighting & backline provider for the inaugural season of the LEX Smooth Jazz Concert Series. Andy Mersch the Managing Partner has a twenty-two (22) year history of providing audio, lighting, backline, and equipment rentals to a who’s who in the entertainment industry. 
Notwithstanding, his organization has a rich history of providing audio, lighting, and backline equipment rentals for public and private clients across the Midwestern United States. He is humbled and honored that Backstage Backline has solidified itself as the exclusive audio, lighting, and backline partner of the AAF, responsible for providing these resources for talent scheduled to perform at An Evening of Smooth Jazz for all of the LEX Smooth Jazz Concert Series events for the 2025-2026 season.
Backstage Backline originally opened its doors in 1994 as a full-service recording and production facility. As its clientele demanded specific gear requirements for its studio recordings, Backstage slowly emerged as a resource for many backline rental needs. By 2003, Backstage had fully evolved into Backstage Backline, supplying backline production and rental needs for the Greater Cincinnati region. In 2021, that footprint now includes all of Ohio, Kentucky, Southeastern Indiana, and West Virginia.
Backstage Backline prides itself on supplying quality rental needs and full customer satisfaction. Backstage maintains high professional work standards and lengthy experience in both entertainment and corporate environments. Every client and job are handled with care and their inventory is treated in the same fashion. Regular service maintenance is performed on all equipment and tested both before leaving and upon returning to their warehouse.
