July 9, 2026

To the LexArts Community Arts Development Grant Review Panel:
I am pleased to offer my support for the Child Care Council of Kentucky's application for LexArts Community Arts Development funding for The Art of Healing.
I am an established fiber and mixed media artist in Central Kentucky and nationally. I support Diana Koonce for her strong commitment to cause and her ability to fashion creative programs, marshaling disparate artists into one dynamic, productive assemblage. Diana understands that art is a line around one's thoughts and that art is the journey of a free soul. I have worked with the Kentucky Center for Grieving Children and Families and witnessed how one who grieves or faces trauma becomes--through art--a renewed member of family and community.  My experience with former Art of Healing programs reinforces that a child can use art to believe in life.
As a local artist, I value opportunities that make the arts accessible, participatory, and welcoming to children and families. The Art of Healing creates a unique community arts experience where children are encouraged to actively create, explore, move, and express themselves. Rather than simply observing art, families interact directly with artists, performers, and community arts partners and experience a variety of artistic disciplines.
The event also provides meaningful opportunities for local artists and performers to share their work and creative processes with new audiences. The Art of Healing recognizes the important role artists play in building connection, encouraging self-expression, and creating a stronger community. Its commitment to artist-led experiences and expanded artistic programming continues to strengthen the event each year.
I strongly support continued investment in The Art of Healing and its efforts to remove barriers to arts participation for Lexington children and families. LexArts CAD funding will help expand paid artistic opportunities, youth performances, and participatory art experiences while supporting the continued growth of this free community arts event.
Thank you for your consideration and for your support of accessible arts experiences throughout Lexington.
Sincerely,
Christine Schramm Cetrulo
Fiber and Mixed Media Artist
Lexington, KY

