Program Personnel from the Kentucky Center for Grieving Children and Families
The following program personnel will be involved in the planning and execution of the project activities:

Dr. Emily Johnson Rommelman, Ph.D., LMFT, serves as the KCGCF’s Clinical Program Manager for the KCGCF and oversees all clinical services and assessments, including those of the school-based grief support programs. Johnson-Rommelman has experience with both individual and group therapy and has facilitated numerous youth grief and loss groups and programming for the KCGCF. She creates the Center’s curriculum  and programming, and she has deep experience in assessment and program evaluation (the focus of her doctoral work). For this program, she will be responsible for psychoeducational talks and materials, data collection and assessments, and individual/family referrals.
Leila Salisbury, Executive Director and Founder of the KCGCF, oversees all facets of the organization, including the school programs. She is a trained Adult Facilitator for the Peer Healing youth grief curriculum pilot study at the University of Chicago Medical School and serves on the Board of Directors of the National Alliance for Children’s Grief, the national professional association for programs working with bereaved and grieving children. She has co-led KCGCF professional trainings since the nonprofit’s inception in 2021, led parent and caregiver forums and presentations on grief and loss impacts for children, and has testified before local and state meetings of the Kentucky Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission. For this program, she will be responsible for the administrative and financial oversight and reporting of the project, serve as head liaison with the art program partner sites and First Presbyterian, and will help facilitate student programs.
Judy Russell, LCSW, KCGCF School Programs Manager, most recently worked for Fayette County Public Schools for 12 years, serving as a mental health specialist and retiring in 2024. Her prior experience was with DCBS and Madison County Schools, and she also maintains a private practice license. She is highly experienced in working with school staff to develop best practices for group implementation, student identification, and post-crisis or loss support resources and interventions. For this program, she will coordinate all aspects of the selection and scheduling of artist visits at school sites; oversee site implementation, student participation, and data collection.


