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There is a curtain, a design, an ancient map in what we call the mariner’s sky. A map to true north. The world is noisy, and it catcalls to us in a thousand ways to turn our heads from the job at hand today.
Layers of history and time are a constant in the work of Marjorie Guyon, co-founder of the I Was Here Project. One of the hallmarks of Guyon’s work is that her images at once emerge from, and disappear into, an ancient surface. Yet she also seems to be lighting the path of time.
Born in NYC, Guyon graduated with a degree in poetry from Hampshire College and moved to Lexington Kentucky to become a nationally known artist. Her 2’nd floor studio was downtown - perched on top of a hidden history  - the site of the largest auction of enslaved Africans west of the Allegheny Mountains. 
The I Was Here Project began in November of 2016 when Guyon had a vision of an African mother and child moving like points of light across the windows of the Historic Courthouse. From that vision of a mother and child, an emblematic series of Ancestor Spirit Portraits was created. 
Since its founding in 2016, the project has become a nationally recognized public art and education initiative. In 2023, Ancestor Spirit Portraits rose 200 feet on the Podium at One World Trade Center. That same year, the project was featured at the Octagon Museum in Washington, D.C. and launched a major immersive installation at MAD Arts in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. These milestones reflect the project’s power to transform public space through a synthesis of the arts and technology. The project is an invitation to bring a new understanding to nation building.
Filling a crucial and long-standing gap in how American history is represented, experienced, and honored, the project works to shift the civic narrative from wound to the power of the Nation Builder and their descendants. 
At this critical junction in our country,  The I Was Here Project launches a national reckoning in acknowledgment of the power of ancestry. 
2025-26
· Partnership Harlem CLX
· South Arts Community Arts Grant 
· “Creative Entrepreneur Presentation” Coda Summit, Santa Fe, New Mexico
· NYCxDesign Design Pavilion 2026 
· Launch  I Was Here Nationwide Mad Arts Dania Beach Florida 
· Partnership Berea College, Berea Kentucky
· Sponsorship Broward County Cultural Division
· Hologram Box technology initiated
· Installation Historic Courthouse, Lexington, Kentucky
· Soundscape technology initiated on Historic Courthouse site
· Yearlong series of community Nation Builder workshops
· South Arts Cultural Sustainability Grant Recipient 
· “The Role of the Artist”  CODAworx Summit Washington, DC
[bookmark: _heading=h.1jvwshbymqg9]2024 
· Invitation to Respond workshops celebrating the power of ancestry. Partnership with Kentucky Historical Society, Kentucky Tourism, America 250 KY, and Kentucky Humanities.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u42itf4ddnj]2023
· The Podium at One World Trade Center -the rebuilt World Trade Center complex in Lower Manhattan. 
· Presentation “Animating Monuments” with Ilene Shaw NYCxDesign 
· Launch of ‘on the street museum’  Inwood, NYC for the Dyckman Farmhouse 
[bookmark: _heading=h.o1yrg13vbeee]2022
· Augmented Reality (AR) Dyckman Farmhouse Museum in New York City
· NFT CODAworx/MADLABS launch
· NFT launch CODAworx/MADLABS  Denver, Co.
· Digital Experience on the street museum Lexington, Kentucky https://www.visitlex.com/things-to-do/i-was-here/
· Muhammad Ali Center Louisville, Kentucky
· Installation and Sanctification Ceremony at the Dominican Nuns Motherhouse in Springfield, Kentucky
· Installation Octagon Museum in Washington, DC     
· Presentation CODAWorx Summit Scottsdale AZ led by David Rockefeller Jr. 
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Presentation University of Kentucky School of Architecture and Design.
· National Chautauqua of Architects Lexington, KY
[bookmark: _heading=h.szebruvms1q0]2021
· Installation Dyckman Farmhouse Museum, New York, New York
· Project Installation and performance of the integrated anthem - Star Spangled Banner and Lift Every Voice and Sing - at the Lexington Legends Ballpark Lexington, Kentucky
· Installation and Sanctification Ceremony Sisters of Loretto Motherhouse, Springfield, Kentucky
· Presentation to Architects Foundation at the Octagon Museum Washington, DC
· Design Pavilion Invitation, New York, New York 
[bookmark: _heading=h.xo03exs689om]2020
· Winner 2020 CODAawards
· NEA ARTWORKS grant with Lexington Public Library 
· Installations Historic Courthouse, largest auction site of the enslaved west of the Alleghenies.
· Permanent installation Government Center Lexington, Kentucky 
· Launch of soundscape Main Library Rotunda, Lexington, Kentucky
[bookmark: _heading=h.yp5ftrinnnb2]2019
· Greater Clark Foundation/Bluegrass Community Foundation grant - installation Clark County Courthouse Square
· Blue Grass Trust - Clay Lancaster Award
· American Association of State and Local History Award
[bookmark: _heading=h.qt7e3vt6ncdr]2018
· Official launch of the project in Lexington, KY with a coalition of property and business owners
· Projected video installation on historic site Lexington, KY 
[bookmark: _heading=h.k7f38n71x3dz]2017
· Initial installation of Ancestor Spirit Portraits in Cheapside Square, formerly the largest auction site of enslaved Africans west of the Allegheny Mountains
[bookmark: _heading=h.snumgatjnmmv]2016
· [bookmark: _heading=h.xq5551i5jigz]Project began with a set of iconic Ancestor Spirit Portraits. Contemporary African Americans embodied their ancestors creating a set of emblematic Ancestor Spirit Portraits. 
· Team from left to right
· Marjorie Guyon, Co-Founder and Conceptual Artist. Barry Darnell Burton, Co-Founder, Writer/Installations. Johnny Martinez, Project Management. Anton Morton, Public Art Management (not shown) 
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269 West Main Street, Suite 200, Lexington, KY 40507
I Was Here Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization FEIN 83-4428059
info@i-was-here.org, (859) 554-7995
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