Leandra Forman
Co-Executive Director, FoodChain, Inc
Lexington, KY | leandra.forman@foodchainky.org
Education
Berea College, Berea, KY
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture and Natural Resources, May 2014
Professional Experience
FoodChain, Inc – Lexington, KY
Co-Executive Director, 2023–Present
Director of Operations, Kitchen Manager, Aquaponics Farm Manager, 2015–2023
- Lead strategic and programmatic expansion focused on locally-sourced food in low-income/low access areas
- Oversaw aquaponics, culinary, and food distribution programs
- Managed USDA grants including NRCS Urban Ag Innovation and LFPA programs
- Developed educational programs for youth and food-insecure families
- Spearheaded partnerships to increase fresh food access and local farmer sales
Fine Dining & Catering – Lexington, KY & Seattle, WA
Line Cook, Pre-2010
- Worked in scratch production kitchens, gaining foundational culinary experience
Leadership & Appointments
- Head Start Policy Council Member, Community Action Council, 2022–Present
- Steering Committee Member, Kentucky Food Action Network, 2020–2023
Grants & Projects
- USDA NRCS-FPAC Urban Ag Innovation Grant: Developed Bluegrass Urban Farm Friends program
- USDA/KDA Local Food Purchasing Agreement: Manage procurement and distribution from local, socially disadvantaged farmers
Skills & Expertise
Agriculture • Aquaponics • Food Systems Management • Culinary Arts • Food Safety (HACCP) • Nonprofit Leadership • Food Justice • Grant Management • Community Education • Program Development
