Lexington Writer’s Room – Work Sample
In Lexington Kentucky (Inspired by the Poem ‘In Kentucky’ by James Hillary Muligan)
By Merceline Ochieng - LWR Underrepresented Writers Program Grantee
Welcome to Bluegrass,
where the grass is unmistakably green, 
and the sky has a pastel hue in Lexington Kentucky.
The home of Wildcats, 
where loyalty is not casual nor seasonal,
to a point of bleeding blue in Lexington Kentucky.
The home of thoroughbreds and elegance,
Keeneland beckons cowboys from far and wide,
and bets are won by armatures in Lexington Kentucky.

And the bourbon —tastes freshest,
warmest, most convincing.
It’s ain’t  a bourbon if it’s not from Lexington Kentucky.
The weather is bipolar,
morning may whisper 50°F and kindness,
while evening rehearses winter in Lexington Kentucky.
Traffic stalls behind a truck,
a deer or coyote flashes across your path,
you pull into a stranger’s drive— crazy but beautiful and it’s Lexington, Kentucky.
Even Google Maps gets lost,
when the same barn appears twice on a renamed road,
don’t be shy to ask the bait shop guy in Lexington, Kentucky.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Fall arrives like a performance,
Ginkgo leaves drifting gold along Catalpa Road,
sidewalks briefly pretending to be artwork in Lexington Kentucky.
Enjoy a Hot Brown — the open-faced turkey sandwich,
and fried apples, which raises a reasonable question,
why a perfectly good fruit met hot oil in Lexington Kentucky.
The foothills of Appalachian Mountains,
Red River Gorge and McConell Springs —
the beauty of nature awaits in Lexington Kentucky.
The home of artists, poets, and novelists—
Gwenda, Josh, David Arnold, Meg, Fiona, Ashley, Samar, Elizabeth… stand as testaments,
that minds are never more creative than in Lexington Kentucky.

And the people — hello mis amigos wapendwa interwoven.
Friendship is the strongest, love's fires glow the longest.
thus, my heart feels peacefulest in Lexington Kentucky

Y’all.

